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Outback Kids learn
second language

Denika Anderson

CHILD care centre Outhack
Kids has introduced a sec-
nind language program for
long-dayvcare  children to
learn Mandarin.

The program  was
designed by director Melissa
Perera and one of the cen-
re's Chinese educators Ken
Leong, who was a trained
Chinese teacher in a sec-
nndary school before com-
ing 1o Australia.

“Many sindies  have
shown the benefits of learn-
ing a second language in the
parly years, particularly with
cognitive developroent,” Ms
Perera said. “It was impor-
lant to us, if we were o intro-
duce a cultural language
and perspective, for it to be
nive we were familiar with
and confident in delivering,
and two of the three educa-
jors on our staffing team are
nf Chinese descent.

“We had no idea how the
rhildren would respond, the
first few lessons were more
nf the teachers speaking and
he children watching on but
by the third or fourth we were
heing preeted with “ni hao” as
soon as we walked in”

It is not only the children
who are responding  posi-
ively to the program, as par-
enis have also found benefits,
including Samantha Wood-
herry whose five-year-old son
Repgie has excitedly brought

Rukia Morvell, 4, and
Alexander Campt, 4, show
off what they've been
learning at Outback Kids.

Pictures: Ben Gross

what he learnt home.

"Reggie seems w  be
really  understanding  the
language, and it's giving the
rest of us a chance to learn
about another language as
well, 1 hope we can carry
on this learning for our son
moving forward,” she said.

Simone Spencer, a Bar-
kindji woman who has been
teaching her kids their tra-
ditional language since they
were born, said her daugh-
ter Rukia has shown a lot
of enthusiasm in learning
Mandarin.
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Harry Freckleton, 4, is hooked on the Mandarin lesson as

part of Outback Kids second language program.

“Rukia has an amazing
passion for the pronuncia-
tion and expression when
speaking to us about what
words she's learnt,” she said.

“1 feel like her learning

otherlanguages willincrease
her cultural knowledge and
vocabulary, we're excited
tr hear what she comes
home and shares with us
next”



